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Grants to Religiously Affiliated Organizations 
 
 

Religiously affiliated organizations are eligible to apply for funding provided that the proposed 
project aligns with the Foundation’s mission, benefits the broader community, and meets all 
other eligibility requirements.  However, in accordance with the Foundation’s grant policy, 
which defines sectarian religious activities as outside the normal scope of support, religiously 
affiliated organizations will first undergo an eligibility screening to ensure that grant funds will 
not be used to support such activities, including but not limited to worship services, 
proselytization, or religious instruction. 
 
We recognize that many religiously affiliated organizations play vital roles in meeting 
community needs—providing food, shelter, health services, education, and more. Applicants 
must demonstrate that the proposed program is administered by a legally recognized nonprofit 
entity and that services are provided without regard to religion. 
 
In evaluating applications, the Foundation may consider factors including: 

• Whether the nonprofit has its own governing board, with independent decision-making 
authority; 

• Whether the organization maintains separate financial records, bank accounts, and 
budgets; 

• Whether grant funds will be controlled and administered solely by the nonprofit, not 
the affiliated church; 

• Whether the proposed program operates independently of religious services or 
activities, even if conducted in shared or adjacent facilities; 

• Whether participation in the program is fully voluntary and not tied to religious 
engagement; 

• Whether the nonprofit has demonstrated success with outside fundraising. 
 
In summary, close collaboration or shared history with a religious congregation is permissible; 
however, the nonprofit must clearly demonstrate that grant-funded activities are non-sectarian.  
Funding decisions are based on the proposed charitable program's alignment with our mission, 
anticipated community impact, organizational capacity, and stewardship of resources. 
 


